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To kill the Jews, the Nazis were willing to weaken their capacity to fight the war. The United States 

and its allies, however, were willing to attempt almost nothing to save them.1 

 

The tendency to discount the extermination reports arose mainly from two causes. First, many 

people simply could not believe them. They refused to accept the fact that civilized people would 

commit such barbaric acts.2 

 

November 24, 1942, marked a turning point in Holocaust history. From then on, the news of 

Hitler’s plan to annihilate the Jews was available to everyone in the democratic world who cared 

to know. But those not especially concerned were hardly confronted with the problem, because 

the news media gave it little prominence.3 

 

Until 1944, despite severe anti-Semitic restrictions, Hungary had permitted its large Jewish 

population to live in a semblance of peace. It had even served as a refuge for several thousand 

Jews from Poland and Slovakia. But on March 19, 1944, fearing that Hungary would defect to the 

Allies and angry at its failure to deport the Jews into Nazi hands, Hitler sent occupying forces into 

that nation. The arch-organizer of deportation, Adolf Eichmann, arrived in Budapest soon 

afterward and, drawing on extensive Hungarian collaboration, set his operation in motion. In mid-

April, concentration of Jews into central locations began. On May 15, mass deportations to 

Auschwitz commenced.4 

 

At the heart of Christianity is the commitment to help the helpless. Yet, for the most part, 

America’s Christian churches looked away while the European Jews perished. So did another part 

of the public that might have been expected to cry out for action, American liberals. The Nation 

and the New Republic did speak, throughout the war, warning of what was happening and 

pressing for rescue. From time to time, some prominent individual liberals also urged action. But 

rescue never became an important objective for New Dealers or other American liberals. Even as 
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thoroughly liberal an institution as the New York newspaper PM, though it did call for rescue, did 

not make it a major issue.5 

 

 

Buy the book: https://www.amazon.com.au/Abandonment-Jews-America-Holocaust-1941-1945/dp/159558174X  
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