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Blaming Israel only encourages Hamas to repeat its “dead baby strategy” and other terrorist
groups to emulate it. This strategy, which has worked effectively, operates as follows: Hamas
attacks Israel either by rockets or through tunnels, thereby forcing Israel to respond, as any
democracy would do, to protect its citizens. Because Hamas fires its rockets and digs its tunnels
from densely populated civilian areas, rather than from the many open areas of the Gaza Strip, the
inevitable result is that a significant number of Palestinian civilians are killed. Hamas encourages
this result, because it knows the media will focus more on the photographs of dead babies than
on the cause of their death: namely, the decision by Hamas to use these babies and other civilians

as human shields.1

In June of 2008, presidential candidate Barak Obama visited Sderot, and after viewing the rocket
residues and meeting with residents, this is what he said: I don’t think any country would find it
acceptable to have missiles raining down on the heads of their citizens. The first job of any nation
state is to protect its citizens. And so I can assure you that if—I don’t even care if I was a politician.
If somebody was sending rockets into my house where my two daughters sleep at night, I'm going

to do everything in my power to stop that. And I would expect Israelis to do the same.2

Every time Israel seeks to defend its civilians against terrorist attacks, it is accused of war crimes
by various United Nations agencies, hard left academics, and some in the media. It is a totally
phony charge concocted as part of Hamas’s strategy—supported by many on the hard left—to
delegitimate and demonize the Jewish state. Israel is the only democracy in the world
ever accused of war crimes when it fights a defensive war to protect its civilians. This is
remarkable, especially in light of the fact that Israel has killed far fewer civilians than any other

country in the world that has faced comparable threats.3

Buy the book, read online, and Audible: https://www.amazon.com/Terror-Tunnels-Israels-Against-
Hamas/dp/0795344317
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